Bridesmaids and Matron or Honour

Single attendants are called bridesmaids and a married attendant is a Matron of Honour. Brides may choose to have pageboys and even a ring bearer. What the bridesmaids wear and who they are is entirely up to the bride. At least one older attendant is important as you will need someone to help you through the day. Some brides choose older bridesmaids, others want to have children. Whichever you choose make sure that they all know what is required of them.

The bridesmaids have some very specific duties:

During the church service the chief bridesmaid will hold the bride's bouquet and be escorted out of the church by the best man. Any other older bridesmaids will be escorted by the ushers. Younger bridesmaids and page boys will follow behind.

The bridesmaids follow the bride into the church (in America they come first) and usually sit near the front, ready for the procession at the end. Make sure that they know where to go and that any very young children are near their parents. 

Who pays for the bridesmaid's dresses is a matter of some debate. Traditionally the bridesmaids were provided with a bolt of material from which they made a dress to their own designs. The bride could only dictate the colour; the rest was up to them, allowing them to make dresses that suited them. Modern brides are keen to have things that match and might wish to be more dictatorial. In this case, and particularly if the dresses will not be worn again, the bride or her family should pay. The groom might choose to pay for waistcoats for his attendants. However, parents might be willing to pay for their children's clothes and older bridesmaids might help out with the costs of their dresses

