Planning a Wedding
1. Set a budget 
Your perfect day will not necessarily be dictated by your spending parameters, however, as you start planning your wedding, you may discover expenses that you had not considered such as special bridal underwear and hair style rehearsals.

2. Consider the season
This can bring with it an array of exciting possibilities from winter-style velvet hooded cloaks to the skimpiest of beach-style bridal wear. Your wedding month will also offer a variety of seasonal flowers to further enhance your wedding attire.

3. Be realistic
If you will be travelling through a spaghetti junction to get to your church, a horse and carriage is not your ideal mode of transport! Similarly, if you are set on an outdoor wedding ceremony, choose a reliable month for fine weather.

4. Decide on a theme
There is not just your dress to consider. Flowers, stationery, venue and even the wedding cake should all be selected to compliment one another.

5. Decide who will organise your wedding
This can be a crucial and political decision! There will be no end of advice and offers, but ultimately it is your special day and the organisation of it should fall upon the best person to realise this. 

6. Do your research
Prices and quality of service can vary hugely and the selection can be overwhelming. If you can go on referrals or friends' experiences, these provide a safe bet.

7. Consider the venues
If your chosen reception venue is a 40 mile drive through narrow country lanes, your guests will not be amused! It is always best to review appropriate reception venues within a sensible proximity to the Church or Registry Office before you confirm your booking.

8. Ask the advice of experts
They will not necessarily sway you from your original idea but will be able to offer you various ideas and different interpretations that you may not have considered.

9. Give yourself enough time
A wedding takes time to organise, a dress can take 3 months to be made, a church often has to be booked a year in advance and invitations should ideally go out 6 weeks prior to the big day. Ensure that you have a realistic time period to plan your wedding and then you can enjoy all the preparation at a steady pace instead of in one mad rush! 

10. Enjoy yourself
It is your special day and it is important that you relish the preparation as well as the end result.
Speeches

Traditionally the following speeches are made in this order: 

The father of the bride proposes a toast to the bride and groom.

The groom responds on behalf of himself and his wife (Many grooms enjoy saying "My wife and I" for the first time - usually to applause) and then proposes a toast to the bridesmaids.

The best man responds on behalf of the bridesmaids and reads out any messages from absent friends and relatives. However, weddings nowadays often amend this rather dated formula.

The father of the bride proposes a toast to the bride and groom and talks about his daughter.

The groom responds to the toast and thanks everyone involved in the wedding. Grooms often choose to present bouquets at this point to the bride's mother and their own mother and any one else associated with arrangements. This should be kept brief. Giving endless gifts simply devalues the important ones. Perhaps other gifts can be left at people's seats. The bride may then wish to speak, rather than her husband speaking on her behalf. This is when her speech should occur.

The best man reads out telegrams and talks about the groom. His speech is usually the most entertaining but he should take care not to offend anyone and ensure that he fulfils his duties to respond on behalf of the bridesmaids. The best man may also introduce the speeches and speak on other occasions during the reception: introducing the dancing, for example.

What to Wear at the Party
Bride
Traditionally the bride wears white to signify purity and innocence. This also allows for variations including cream, ivory and even pale pastel colours. For second marriages where the bride is a widow the tradition was always to wear lilac or lavender. Modern brides, however, may choose to wear whatever they feel is appropriate. A church wedding is more likely to allow for more formal, traditional clothing while a registry office or civil ceremony may allow for variations or something completely different. It is sensible to avoid following the latest and more extreme fashions to avoid cringing at wedding photographs in the future. If the bride is formally dressed then the rest of the party and guests should follow suit.

Groom
Traditionally the groom and male members of the wedding party will wear morning dress. For evening weddings it is becoming more common to follow the American way and wear black tie. Suits are often worn for civil ceremonies or grooms might choose something different, remembering that it should be seen as a formal occasion.

Bridesmaids
Bridesmaids wear whatever the bride chooses for them. It is acceptable for them to be dressed differently from each other, perhaps wearing the same colour but with different style dresses. This is particularly appropriate where bridesmaids are different ages, shapes and have different personal styles.

Male Attendants
Ushers and best man will dress the same as the groom. If he wears morning dress then so will they. The groom, in consultation with the bride, might choose the same ties or waistcoats for his attendants and these can co-ordinate with bridesmaids.

Immediate Family
Any close family who are not bridesmaids or ushers will dress formally. The mothers of bride and groom should ensure that they do not both wear the same colour. The fathers will wear whatever the groom chooses, i.e. black tie or morning dress.

Guests
Guests should take their cue from the invitations. The more formal the invite, the more formal the attire. However, modern weddings rarely demand a rigid dress code and male guests will often wear suits even when the wedding party is wearing morning dress. Female guests should wear a hat and dress or suit to a formal wedding. At a black tie wedding female guests might wear evening dress but they should ensure that arms and shoulders are covered up in church.
